Drug Take-Back Drop Box Installed at Wilton Police Station

Many consumers keep drugs in their possession because they do not want the drugs to go to waste or do not know how to dispose of them properly. Residents are often instructed to flush unwanted pharmaceuticals down toilets or dispose of them in the trash. There is concern that these practices contribute to the contamination of surface waters and ground waters. The presence of pharmaceuticals has been linked to abnormalities and impaired reproductive performance in some aquatic species.  In addition, unwanted medications disposed of in the trash have the potential to be stolen, used, or accidentally ingested if they are not rendered unusable. Having these items around the home also presents a danger to children, animals, and guests of accidental ingestion.

As a means of addressing this vital public safety and on-going public health issue, a permanent lock box has been installed in the foyer of the Wilton Police Station for deposition of expired prescription drugs on a year-round basis.  Please see the table below for acceptable items…….

		How To dispose of Unwanted Medicines
	Items Accepted*

	1. Gather expired, left-over medications and supplements.
2. Pour all pills into a sealable plastic bag. Keep ointments and liquids in their original containers.
3. Bring unwanted medications to a medicine take-back site.
	· Prescription medications (including controlled substances like Vicodin, Codeine, etc)
· Street drugs (including cocaine, methamphetamines, marijuana, etc) 
· Vitamins and supplements
· Medicated ointments, lotions, creams
· All over-the-counter medications
· Medication samples
· Pet Medications


* This is a list of generally accepted items, however each take-back site may differ.
How To Dispose of Unacceptable Items
Controlled substances are sometimes accepted by local law enforcement or at community take-back events. For hazardous substances, needles/sharps please consult your local Household Hazardous Waste Center. 
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