




Check-Out Bag, 

Polystyrene and 

Single-Use Plastics 

Ordinances

Presentation to Board of Selectman on Tuesday, February 11th, 2020



LOCAL EFFORTS
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Bag Man Scarecrow
Farmer’s Markets, Chamber 

of Commerce Events

Resident signatures for Bag 

Ordinance



Why...

 Protecting the health and well-being of our residents and the environment
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 Closing loop holes

 Creating accountability and partnerships

 Waste Management costs are increasing 

 Focusing on the top items that contaminate recycling commodities and Materials 
Recovery Facilities (MRF) highlight as an issue for the health of their workers and 
their business

Above images courtesy of CT DEEP’s Sherill Baldwin’s presentation at Wilton Library on 2/4/20

 CT NEEDS to produce less waste – NIMBY 

https://www.courant.com/politics/hc-

news-ct-ash-landfill-20190129-story.html

https://www.courant.com/politics/hc-news-ct-ash-landfill-20190129-story.html


Bag Ordinance
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Begins Fee/Tax Who Gets 
the $

Acceptable 
Plastic Mils

Does NOT include:

CT State 
Ordinance

August 1, 2019 

– phase out 

plastic bags 

less than 4 mil 
by 2021

10 cent tax 

on each 

single-use 
plastic bag

State of CT Single-use Plastic 

bag = less than 4 
mils

Plastic on meat, seafood, 

loose produce or 

unwrapped food, 

newspaper bag, laundry 

or dry cleaning bag 

Proposed 

Wilton 
Ordinance

Effective 

September 

2020 -

Eliminate 

single-use 

plastic bags 

immediately 

10 cent fee 

per paper 
bag*

Wilton 
Retailer

Durable plastic 

that is at least 12 
mils thick

Plastic on meat, seafood, 

loose produce or 

unwrapped food, 

newspaper bag, laundry 
or dry cleaning bag**

* Brown bags must be  1) 100% recyclable; 2) Contain a minimum of 40% post-consumer recycled content (except that an eight 

pound or smaller paper bag shall contain a minimum of 20% postconsumer recycled content); and 3) Conspicuously display the 

phrase "Reusable" and "Recyclable" on the outside of the bag and the percentage of post-consumer recycled content

** Discussion with local dry cleaning businesses to move to reusable dry cleaning bags

RETAIL ESTABLISHMENT – Also includes clothing store, hardware store, hospital, pharmacy, liquor store, restaurant, 

delicatessen, convenience store, food truck, sidewalk vendor, farmers' market, flea market, and any other retail store or 

vendor. 



PAPER OR 

PLASTIC? 
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When asked this question at 

checkout, the correct 

answer is Neither. 

Bring Your Own!

Paper Bags

 Requires 14 million trees to 

be cut down annually

 Requires thousands of 

gallons of water to create 1 

ton of pulp

 Requires fossil fuels to 

transport

 Have twice the carbon 

footprint as plastic

Plastic Bags

 Litter prone and clog storm 

drains

 Endanger wildlife

 Break down into microplastics 

that end up the food chain

 Are manufactured from fossil 

fuels

 Are detrimental to recycling 

systems, causing jam ups. 

 Are NOT biodegradable and 

will last centuries in the 

environment

When considering litter and its impact on marine life and 

the food chain, from the environmentalist’s view, PAPER 

is the LESSER of TWO EVILS. 

Comparing similar stores 

in areas with & without 

an ordinance, the ban-

only ordinance 

increased the use of 

paper bags dramatically.



Here’s what our neighbors have done
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BAG ORDINANCES

Town Passed Effective Paper Bag Fee / Plastic Bag MILS

Darien June 2019 January 2020 10 cent / 12 mils

Guilford June 2019 January 2020 10 cent / 12 mils

New Britain February 2019 August 2019 10 cent / 12 mils

New Canaan January 2019 May 2019 10 cent / 12 mils

Newtown June 2019 October 2019 10 cent / 12 mils

Norwalk January 2019 July 2019 10 cent / 12 mils

Stamford October 2018 May 2019 10 cent / 12 mils

Weston Ocober 2018 January 2019 10 cent / 4 mils

Branford June 2019 January 2020 10 cent / ALL

Madison September 2019 January 2020 10 cent / ALL

Fairfield May 2019 February 2020 No fee / 12 mils

Greenwich March 2018 September 2019 No fee / 12 mils

Westport October 2008 April 2009 No fee / 2.5 mils

Windham April 2019 October 2019 No fee / 2.5 mils

Stonington May 2019 November 2019 No Fee / 3 mils

Glastonbury June 2019 January 2020 No fee / 6 mils

Hamden February 2019 September 2019 No Fee / ALL 

Mansfield February 2019 September 2019 No Fee / ALL 

Middletown April 2019 October 2019 No Fee / ALL 

Groton January 2020 July 2020 No Fee/ALL

Washington April 2019 October 2019 



Eliminate Polystyrene and  

Plastic Stirrers 

Straws UPON REQUEST ONLY



Health Concerns with Polystyrene

 Polystyrene contains styrene and benzene, suspected carcinogens and 

neurotoxins that are hazardous to humans.

 When burned, polystyrene releases both carbon monoxide as well as 90 

different hazardous chemicals. 

 When heated, hazardous compounds may leach out of the container into the 

food or beverage about to be consumed.

 Even when disposed of properly, polystyrene foam can be blown from disposal 

sites. Lightweight and buoyant, polystyrene travels easily through gutters and 

storm drains, eventually reaching Long Island Sound and the ocean.

 Contaminated ash from incinerators buried in CT Landfill

 Not recyclable 

9Credit: www.skiptheplasticnorwalk.org

http://www.skiptheplasticnorwalk.org/


Single-Use Plastics: Stirrers and Straws

 In the United States alone, over 500 million Plastic straws 

get discarded every single day.

 Stirrers and straws are used for a few minutes and last for 

hundreds of years in our environment only to degrade as 

microplastics that end up in our food chain. 

 Plastics end up in our waterways and out to the ocean

 They are not recyclable 

 Contaminated ash from incinerators buried in CT Landfill

 There are safer and healthier alternatives 

 Straws UPON REQUEST ONLY reduce the number of straws in 

our environment AND cost to businesses
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2019 Legislative Session – Environment Committee
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2019 - SB229, AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE OF STYROFOAM TRAYS IN CONNECTICUT 

SCHOOLS. - did not pass House

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2

019&bill_num=229

2019 - Sub.HS5384, AN ACT REQUIRING THE ELIMINATION OF SINGLE-USE STYROFOAM 

CONTAINERS. – Passed House, did not pass Senate

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2

019&bill_num=5384

2019 - sHB 5385 AN ACT REQUIRING THE ELIMINATION OF SINGLE-USE PLASTIC STRAWS. –

did not pass House “put on hold”

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/ba/pdf/2019HB-05385-R000552-BA.pdf

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2019&bill_num=229
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2019&bill_num=5384
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/ba/pdf/2019HB-05385-R000552-BA.pdf
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Other Towns with Ordinances

PLASTICS AND/OR STYROFOAM ORDINANCE

Town Passed Effective Ordinance

Hamden February 2019 September 2019 Plastic Straw UPON REQUEST ONLY

Norwalk September 2019 April 2020 

Plastic Stirrer, Styrofoam Ban, Straws 

UPON REQUEST ONLY 

Stonington May 2019 November 2019 Plastic Straw UPON REQUEST ONLY

Westport May 2019 November 2019 Single Use Plastics/Styrofoam

Groton January 2020 July 2020

Plastic Stirrer, Styrofoam Ban, Straws 

UPON REQUEST ONLY 
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Asian Bistro Naked Greens Sweet Pierres 

Blue Star Bazaar Orem's* Tom-e-toes

Boston Market Outback Steakhouse* True Value

Cactus Rose Parlour^ Tusk n Cup

Carluzzis Pinocchio's Uncle Leo's*

Craft 14^ Pokeworks Village Luncheonette

CT Coffee Red Rooster Village Market

Diamond Deli* REN Dumpling and Noodle Wheels

Dog Daze* Sandwich Shoppe* Wilton Deli

Dunkin Donuts* Scoops Wilton Hardware

Happy Wok Sobol Wilton Pizza

Jersey Mikes Starbucks Zio's 

Little Pub^ Stop n Shop*

Marlys Subway

Bold indicates still using some 

Styrofoam for takeout and/or 

prepared foods * Use Plastic Stirrers ^Switched to paper straws



Resources and Support to Businesses 

 Request for Time Extension Option

 Allows businesses to work through their supply if not complete by the time ordinance goes 

into effect

 Wilton Go Green Resources

 Skip the Straw Business Page – With more updates

 BYOWilton Page

 Support Staff Training

 Collecting reusable bags at Zero Waste Faire to support community members in need

14



Who Oversees the Ordinances 

OPTIONS:

 Code Enforcement Officer, Conservation Department, Health Department 

 See, Click, Fix – Anonymous reporting 

 Wilton Go Green Board Members 

 Town Residents 
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Penalties

1. Upon the initial violation, written warning notice that a violation has occurred 

shall be issued. No penalty shall be imposed for the initial violation;

2. For the second violation, a penalty of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00); and 

3. For the third and each subsequent violation, a penalty of two hundred fifty 

dollars ($250.00).



Other Towns

 Weston – Code Enforcement Officer

 Written notice, $100 per incident after 

 New Canaan – Director of Health

1. Upon the initial violation, written warning notice that a violation has occurred shall be issued. No 
penalty shall be imposed for the initial violation;

2. For the second violation, a penalty of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00); and 

3. For the third and each subsequent violation, a penalty of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

 Darien - Environmental Compliance Officer 

 Written warning, then $150 1st citation, $250 2nd citation 

 Westport – Conservation Department

 Written warning, $150 per incident after 

 Fairfield – Appointed by Health Director

 Same as New Canaan, Norwalk
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Wilton Go Green grew out of the Town’s 

Energy Commission with the specific task 

of making Wilton the most sustainable 

Town in Connecticut.  

We hope you will work with us to 

accomplish our goal. 
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References

 State of CT Bag Ordinance FAQs

 https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DRS/Publications/OCG/OCG-9-BagFee.pdf?la=en

 Full Presentation by Sherill Baldwin of CT DEEP on Wilton Go Green website

 https://wiltongogreen.org/green-speaker-series/

 BYOCT

 www.byoct.org

 Skip the Plastic Norwalk

 www.skiptheplasticnorwalk.org
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