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BOARD OF SELECTMEN
SPECIAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2011
MEETING ROOM B, WILTON TOWN HALL

PRESENT: First Selectman Bill Brennan, Second Selectman Hal Clark, Selectman
Richard Dubow

ALSO PRESENT: David Lisowski, Assessor; Ken Bemhard, Town Counsel; Gemry
Holdridge, Ken Dartley, Alex Ruskewich, Steve Hudspeth, Ed Papp

WORK SESSION TO DISCUSS SENIOR RELIEF

Chairman Bill Brennan called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and gave an overview of
the current programs for seniors in Wilton.

The Town has regularly increased the contributions to the Senior and Disabled Tax
Relief Program. In 2009, the contribution was $615,000 and this year, the amount
contributed was $1,068,000, a 74% increase over three years. The Wilton Commons
project for senior housing will be breaking ground in February. The Stay-at-Home in
Wilton program is now helping to support seniors who wish to remain in their homes.
The space at the Senior Center has been quadrupled. The Parks & Recreation Dial-A-
Ride program provides low cost transportation for seniors and disabled from Wilton to
Norwalk.

The question is what else can be done to provide economic assistance? What else can
the Town afford to provide? This year, department heads have been asked to prepare
no-increase budget requests.

At a previous meeting, Mr. Holdridge had asked about assessments for residential
homes on smaller lots, and whether they were being assessed fairly. Mr. Lisowski
distributed handouts with figures. He advised that valuations of property are given as a
whole and land valuation is a major component. You cannot segregate out the land and
say that it is "too high”. Wilton uses the statistical measures and methods required by
the State of Connecticut.



Mr. Brennan advised that Mr. Bemhard is here to once again answer Mr. Dartley's
question about legality of his proposal. Mr. Bemhard stated that municipalities have no
individual powers, other than what is given to them by the State. You have to look at
the State Statutes to see what we can and cannot do. Section 12-129(n) provides
methodology allowing each municipality to devise their own program for property tax
relief for seniors, which has to be related to asset or income criteria. Mr. Dartley's letter
suggests that we should look at whether a taxpayer does or does not have children in
the schools. Mr. Bemhard's opinion is that you cannot assess properties by that
criteria.

Mr. Dartley then suggested that at a certain age, 70% of the annual taxes could be
frozen at the existing rate when the program is introduced. Mr. Bernhard replied that he
would have to research the legality of that proposal, which differs from the suggestion in
Mr. Dartley's letter. Mr. Papp added that the unpredictability of the school budgst
makes it impossible for seniors to be able to plan for tax increases each year.

Mr. Brennan stated that the senior population continues to grow and school projections
indicate that enroliment is expected to trend downward. This would question the
assumption that when seniors move out, families with children move in. When taxes
are decreased for seniors, the burden shifts to others who are also in need, and others
who do not have children. Mr. Dubow pointed out that everyone receives some benefit
from the schools — some direct and some indirect.

Mr. Brennan distributed copies of an analysis prepared by Ms. Judy Zucker (attached)
to compare the amount of senior tax relief in surrounding towns, and the per capita
contributions by each town. The towns of Redding and Ridgefield have the highest
amount of relief and it is on an entittiement basis, which is not a relevant comparison.
Wilton's core principle is to provide relief on a "needs” basis. On that basis, Wilton's tax
relief program for seniors and disabled citizens is the fourth or second best in the entire
State of CT!

Social Services Report — Cathy Pierce, Social Services Director, could not be here
tonight but sent the data she had prepared (attached).

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Jan Andras
Recording Secretary
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