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BOARD OF SELECTMEN REGULAR MEETING 
Monday November 1, 2021 

Held Electronically 
 
 
 

PRESENT: First Selectwoman Lynne Vanderslice, Lori Bufano, Joshua Cole, Deborah 
McFadden, Ross Tartell 

 
GUESTS: Doug Lomonte – Counsel Berchem Moses, Michael Wrinn – Director, Planning & 

Land Use Management, Captain Tom Conlan, Fire Chief Jim Blanchfield, CFO Anne 
Kelly-Lenz 

   
 
A.  Call to Order 

Ms. Vanderslice called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
  

B.   Public Comment 
Questions regarding the Verizon lease were received via email. They were addressed under 
Item E Discussion/and or Action.  No other public comment. 
   

C. Motion to Move into Executive Session to Interview Miriam Sayegh for Inland Wetlands 
Commission 
Motion moved by Ms. McFadden to move into Executive Session to interview Rem Bigosinski 
regarding his interest in serving on the Inland Wetlands Commission.  Motion seconded by 
Ms. Bufano and carried 4-0. 
 
Out of Executive Session and Back in Regular Session at 7:20 pm. 
 

D. Consent Agenda 
Motion made by Mr. Tartell seconded by Ms. Bufano and carried 5-0 to approve the Consent 
Agenda as follows with the minutes as amended by Mr. Cole to show under Proposed 
Contract with BFJ on the third line to correct “for form basis only” to read “for form-based 
zoning”: 
  

• Minutes 
- Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting – October 19, 2021 

 

• Gifts 
- Diana Alvarez –Tree Donation Program in the Center - $175.00 
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E.  Discussion and/or Action 

1.   Proposed Land Lease with Verizon for their Construction of a Monopole – Attorney 
Doug Lomonte and Michael Wrinn 

 Ms. Vanderslice reviewed questions received regarding the proposed land lease with 
Verizon (see attached).  Town Counsel Doug Lomonte reviewed the memo he 
provided the Board in advance of the meeting (see attached).  Michael Wrinn provided 
further details. 
  

2.   Possible Authorization for First Selectwoman to Execute Land Lease with Verizon 
After further review and discussion Ms. Vanderslice asked for a motion to authorize the 
First Selectwoman to execute the Land Lease agreement with Verizon.  Motion moved 
by Ms. McFadden, seconded by Mr. Cole and carried 5-0. 

  
3.   Economic Development within Wilton 

Ms. Vanderslice reviewed the attached regarding Economic Development within 
Wilton.  She noted, for informational purposes, she expects to provide topic 
information at one BoS meeting a month. 
 

4. Update – Townwide Emergency Radio Proposal – Captain Tom Conlan 
 Captain Tom Conlan noted the proposal for the town wide emergency communication 

system is still in progress. Captain Conlan provided details of the outdated status of 
the current system, with additional comments by Fire Chief Jim Blanchfield. 

 
5. Ambler Yellow House Lease with Friends of Ambler Farm 
 Ms. Vanderslice noted Friends of Ambler Farm continue to pay rent for the use of 

yellow house, even though the house can’t be occupied until repair work has been 
completed. Ms. Vanderslice suggested the board reduce the rent to $1 a month 
retroactive to July 1, 2021 and during the time period that they are not able to occupy 
the house.  Motion moved by Ms. McFadden to amend the lease as suggested by the 
First Selectwoman, motion seconded by Ms. Bufano and carried 5-0. 

 
6. Possible Board/Commission Reappointments 
 Item Tabled 
 
7. Possible Inland Wetland Commission Appointments 

Motion moved by Mr. Cole to appoint Miriam Sayegh as a member of the Inland 
Wetlands Commission.  Motion seconded by Ms. Bufano.  Discussion on the process 
for appointment of members to boards/commissions ensued.  After Discussion motion 
seconded by and carried 4-1 with Ms. McFadden opposed. 
 
Motion moved by Mr. Tartell to appoint Rem Bigosinski as a member of the Inland 
Wetlands Commission.  Motion seconded by Ms. McFadden and carried 5-0. 
 

F.  Selectmen’s Reports 
1.   First Selectman 
 Ms. Vanderslice reviewed the subjects below with the board 

- Congratulated Kip Tarrant on his retirement effective as of 11/1/2021 after nearly 
42 years with the Police Department. 

- Police Headquarters Tours to be held on November 13, 2021 from 9-12.  
Additional information sessions expected in December and January.  Slides from 
October info session held are available on the town website. 

- Tri-Board planned for December. 
- Ms. Vanderslice assumed the chairmanship of the Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) due to the chair not seeking re-election on November 2nd.  
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Ms. Vanderslice shared her thoughts as to the importance of her holding a 
leadership role in WestCOG and perhaps MPO, but noted it was increasingly 
difficult for her to have the time as the role of the first selectwoman continues to 
expand.  Members supported her having leadership positions.  Ms. Vanderslice 
indicated at a future meeting she would provide ideas as to how to free up her 
time.  

- HRRA has developed a Wilton Transfer Station webpage.  Town will soon be 
transitioning to that page. 

- The winners of the Scarecrow Scavenger Hunt were 
o Sujatha Unny 
o Lynn Dey 
o Mark Grorud 

   
2.   Selectmen 

Mr. Cole 
Mr. Cole noted the Chamber of Commerce Halloween Stroll/Pumpkin Parade was very 
successful.  He and Mr. Tartell attended the ribbon cutting at the Wilton Library for the 
Brubeck Collection.  Mr. Cole also gave a shout out to the Wilton Varsity Football team 
who in the last two weeks won against New Canaan in New Canaan (have not won 
against since 1995) and Ridgefield (have not won against since 1993).  Reminder to 
vote in November 2, 2021 election. 
 
Ms. McFadden 
Ms. McFadden noted she attended the Arbor Day Celebration and read the 
proclamation on behalf of the First Selectwoman.  She also noted the Rise Against 
Hunger event sponsored by the Wilton Interfaith Council.  Reminder to vote in 
November 2, 2021 Election. 
 
Mr. Tartell 
Mr. Tartell recommended the Historical Society produced videos, including one 
featuring Old Town Hall.  He also recognized the recently held webinar It Happens 
Here:  What to Know and How to Help Children Experiencing Domestic Violence.  He 
provided an update on his and Ms. McFadden’s meeting with Tammy Thornton 
regarding Sustainable CT. 
 
Ms. Bufano 
None. 
  

G.  Public Comment 
None. 

       
H.  Possible Executive Session to Discuss Board and Commission Appointments 
 Motion to enter Executive Session at 9:00pm to Discuss Board and Commission 

Appointments moved by Ms. McFadden, seconded by Ms. Bufano and carried 5-0. 
 
 Out of Executive and back in Regular Session at 9:43pm 
  
I. Adjournment  

There being no further business, motion to adjourn meeting at 9:44pm.  Motion moved by    
Mr. Cole, seconded by Ms. McFadden and carried 3-0. 
  
Jacqueline Rochester 
Recording Secretary 
Taken from Video 

  




















