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BO’ARD OF SELECTMEN REGULAR MEETING
May 5, 2008

MINUTES

William F. Brennan, Susan A. Bruschi, Harold E. Clark, Ted Hoffstatter, Richard
F. Creeth

Joe Dolan (CFO)

Frank MacEachan, (Villager), Brian Shea (Bulletin)

First Selectman Brennan called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

A. Consent Agenda

A MOTION was made by Ms. Bruschi, seconded by Mr. Creeth and unanimously
carried to approve the Consent Agenda as follows:

Minutes
® Board of Selectmen’s Regular Meeting — April 21, 2008

Tax Refunds

o Motor Vehicle Refunds as outlined in Tax Collector’s Memorandum of
4/18/08

o Real Estate and Personal Property Refunds as outlined in Tax Collector’s
Memorandum of 4/18/08

B. Discussion and/or Action
1. Consideration of adopting Blighted and Unsafe Premises Ordinance
Mr. Brennan stated that the Board has been discussing this Ordinance for
eleven months. The issue is, do we really need an ordinance to give us the

additional authority to motivate people more than the existing health and
zoning regulations. We have reviewed ordinances from a number of other
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towns, which helped to draft this proposed ordinance. This ordinance would
give the enforcement officer the ability to impose a fine, if deemed necessary.

Mr. Clark moved to adopt the Blighted and Unsafe Premises Ordinance, as
attached to these minutes. Motion seconded by Ms. Bruschi and unanimously
carried.

2. Emergency Generator Capital Project — Status Report
Mr. Joseph Dolan (CFO) gave an update on the project, for which funds were
initiated at last year’s Town Meeting. The project is to install three new

generators on the Town Hall site. Bid openings will be held on May 9, 2008.

3. Consideration of re-appointing David Waters as the Selectmen’s Appointee to
the Library Board.

Board members decided that since Mr. Waters is the Selectmen’s appointee,
they would like to have an opportunity to meet with him prior to re-

appointment.

4. Consideration of re-appointing Captain Robert Crosby to the Southwestern
Regional Communications Center for a one year term.

Mr. Brennan moved to appoint Captain Robert Crosby to the Southwestern
Regional Communications Center for a one year term. Motion seconded by
Mr. Hoffstatter and unanimously carried.
C.  Public Comment
None present.
D. Reports
1. First Selectman’s Report
Charter Commission

Mr. Brennan advised that the Board of Selectmen’s Charter recommendations
were sent to the Commission Chairman Bob Russell on May 2.

Plan of Conservation and Development

The Board of Selectmen would like to have some involvement with this process,
however, the meetings overlap with Selectmen meetings. Mr. Brennan spoke to
Sally Poundstone about the possibility of the Planning & Zoning Commission
starting their meeting earlier and the Board of Selectmen starting later in order
to give some time for the Board members to be involved.

Historic District Public Hearing — Ambler Farm
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The public hearing that was scheduled for this evening was cancelled, in order
to have time to inform the Ambler Farm Trustees of the plans. It will be
rescheduled.

Annual Town Meeting
The Annual Town Meeting will be held tomorrow (May 6) at 7:30 pm at
Middlebrook School.

Selectmen’s Reports

Mr. Creeth — Attended a Trackside teen center meeting last Sunday. Ms. Cathy
Armstrong suggested that they would like to get on the Board of Selectmen
agenda soon.

Also, a citizen has voiced a concern to him about the impact of sprinkler
systems on the wells of neighboring properties. He would like to hear comments
from other citizens who may have concerns. Ms. Bruschi will give Mr. Creeth
the name of an expert in that field.

Mr. Clark — noted that there were a number of participants at the Annual Wilton
Clean Up. He thanked the citizens who came out to help get the town ready for

spring.

Mr. Hoffstatter — attended the Land Use Leadership Alliance, which is put on by
Pace University Law School. He will attend the second portion in May or June.

Ms. Bruschi — no report.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Jan Andras

Recording Secretary



BLIGHTED AND UNSAFE PREMISES

SECTION I

Findings

This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to the Town of Wilton under
Connecticut General Statutes §7-148(c)(7)(H)(xv). The Board of Selectmen finds that
blighted or unsafe buildings and other structures may pose a threat to the health, safety
and general welfare of their occupants and other members of the public, may reduce
property values in the vicinity and unreasonably interfere with the use and enjoyment of
said properties. The Board of Selectmen also finds that buildings and structures within
the Town of Wilton should not be allowed to become blighted or unsafe or to remain in
such a condition.

SECTION IT
Prohibitions
No person or other person having lawful possession or control of a building or other

structure within the Town of Wilton shall permit the building or structure to become

blighted or unsafe, as defined in Section III below, or to remain in a blighted or unsafe
condition.

SECTION III
Definitions

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this
chapter:

BLIGHTED PREMISES: Any building or structure, or any part of a structure that is a
separate unit, any parcel of land, any lot of land, or any building under construction for
which a building permit has been issued for more than 24 months without receiving a
certificate of occupancy and in which at least one of the following conditions exists:

A. The Blight Prevention Officer determines that existing conditions pose a
serious threat to the health and safety of persons in the Town.
B. The Premises are not being maintained and contributes to housing decay, as

evidenced by the existence of one or more of the following conditions:

L. Missing, broken or boarded up windows or doors;
Collapsing or missing walls, roof or floor;

3. Exterior walls or siding which contain holes, breaks, loose or rotting
materials;

4. Foundation walls which contain open cracks and breaks;



5. Overhang extensions, including but not limited to canopies, marquees,
signs, awnings, stairways, fire escapes, standpipes and exhaust ducts
which possess signs of deterioration and decay;

6. Chimneys and similar appurtenances which are in a state of disrepair;

7. Insect screens which contain tears or ragged edges;

8. Vermin and/or insect infestation or conditions favorable to the
breeding of vermin and/or insects;

9. Garbage and trash; to include, but not limited to household refuse,
machines, furniture;

10. Structures overgrown and covered with invasive non-ornamental

weeds and/or vines, including but not limited to poison ivy, sumac,
burning bush, bittersweet, etc.;

11.  Abandoned or inoperable vehicles, of any kind on the premises, unless
otherwise garaged;
12. Unrepaired fire or water damage;

13. The cancellation of insurance on proximate properties.

C. Illegal activities are conducted at the Premises, as documented in Police
Department records.

D. The Premise constitutes a fire hazard as determined by the Fire Marshal or as
documented in the Fire Department records.

E. The Premises, upon determination by the Health Department, constitutes a
health hazard.

BUILDING OR STRUCTURE: An edifice of any kind and any piece of work artificially
built or composed of parts joined together in some form which is built or constructed on
any real property. The words “building” and “structure” shall be construed as if followed
by the words “or part thereof”. Accessory buildings or structures, canopy, awnings,
marquees, and each and every type of portable equipment shall be considered “buildings”
or “structures” within the meaning of this definition.

BLIGHT PREVENTION OFFICER: Individual employees of the Town of Wilton,
functioning jointly or severally, consisting of the Building Official, Zoning Enforcement
Officer and the Director of Health. The Blight Prevention Officer is authorized by the
First Selectman and Board of Selectmen to enforce the Blighted and Unsafe Premises
Ordinance.

HEARING OFFICER: Any individual appointed by the First Selectman and approved by
the Board of Selectmen to conduct hearings authorized by the Wilton Code of
Ordinances.

LEGAL OCCUPANCY: Occupancy in accordance with state building, state fire, local
zoning and all other pertinent codes.



NEIGHBORHOOD: The area of the Town comprised of all premises or parcels of land
any part of which is within a radius of 1,000 feet of any part of another parcel or lot
within the Town.

OWNER: Any person, firm, institution, partnership, corporation, foundation, entity or
authority who or which holds title to real property or any mortgage or other secured or

equitable interest in such property, as appears in the Wilton land records.

PROXIMATE PROPERTY: Any premises or parcel of land or part thereof within 1,000
feet of blighted premises.

VACANT: A continuous period of 60 days or longer during which a building or
structure or part thereof is not legally occupied by human beings.

VACANT PARCEL: A parcel of land with no structure(s) thereon.
SECTION IV

Enforcement Powers

The Blight Prevention Officer is granted the authority necessary, with appropriate notice,
to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. Such authority shall include, but not be
limited to, entering premises known to be, or suspected of being, blighted or unsafe for
the purpose of conducting inspections, citing violations, determining enforcement
actions, assessment of fines, filing liens, designating a building or structure as blighted or
unsafe, ordering the demolition of unsafe buildings or structures, and initiating legal
actions.

SECTION V

Inspection and Designation of Blighted or Unsafe Buildings or Structures

The Blight Prevention Officer or their designees, shall inspect any buildings or structures
that appear to be blighted or unsafe based upon visible conditions or as reported by any
other persons who have reason to know of such conditions or upon such other evidence
as the Blight Prevention Officer deems relevant. Any building or structure that has been
determined by the Blight Prevention Officer to be blighted or unsafe shall be so
designated by the Blight Prevention Officer.

SECTION VI

Notice and Enforcement

A. Upon designating a building or structure as blighted or unsafe, the Blight
Prevention Officer shall issue to the owner a written notice of blighted or unsafe premises
and shall order the owner to correct the blighted or unsafe condition within 60 days of the



date of the notice. The notice shall be either delivered via in-hand service or sent to the
owner by certified mail and shall include: (i) the facts upon which the designation is
based,; (ii) the date by which the blighted or unsafe conditions must be corrected; (iii) the
fines, penalties, costs, fees and other enforcement actions that may be imposed by citation
if the conditions are not corrected; and (iv) the owner’s right to contest the order before
one or more citation hearing officers appointed by the Board of Selectmen (the “Hearing
Officer”). In the event that the relevant building or structure or portion of a building or
structure is known by the Blight Prevention Officer to be occupied by or under the legal
control or possession of a person or persons other than the owner, the Blight Prevention
Officer may direct a similar notice and order to any such person or persons whom the
Blight Prevention Officer may reasonably believe to be fully or partially responsible for
creating or maintaining the blighted or unsafe condition. Each person receiving such a
notice and order shall be deemed to be jointly and severally liable for correcting the
blighted or unsafe conditions.

B. Prior to the expiration of the 60 day repair period specified in the notice of
blighted or unsafe building or structure, the owner or person receiving a notice and order
pursuant to subsection A may apply to the Blight Prevention Officer for an extension of
the repair period. The Blight Prevention Officer may grant one or more extensions of the
repair period, none of which may be longer than 60 days, if he or she determines that the
owner or other person is diligently working to remedy the blighted or unsafe condition
and that under the facts and circumstances an extension is reasonable.

C. If the blighted or unsafe building or structure is not repaired or resolved to the
satisfaction of the Blight Prevention Officer by the conclusion of the 60 day repair period
and any extensions thereof granted by the Blight Prevention Officer, the Blight
Prevention Officer shall issue a citation and impose a fine of not more than $100 for each
day that the building or structure remains unrepaired and stating that the owner or other
person who received notice under subsection A shall have 15 days from the receipt of the
citation to make an uncontested payment of such fines. Each day that the property is in
violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a separate offense.

D. Upon the expiration of the 15 day period for the uncontested payment of fines
under subsection C, the Blight Prevention Officer shall send written notice to the person
cited under subsection C. Such notice shall inform the person cited: (1) of the allegations
against him or her and the amount of fines, penalties, costs or fees due; (2) that he or she
may contest his or her liability before the Hearing Officer by delivery, in person or mail,
of written notice within 10 days of the date thereof; (3) that if he or she does not demand
a hearing, an assessment and judgment shall be entered against him or her; and (4) that
such judgment may issue without further notice. All notices and hearings related to such
citations shall be given and held, respectively, in accordance with the citation hearing
procedures set forth in State law.

E. Any property owner or other person who receives a citation pursuant to this
Ordinance has the right to request a hearing before the Hearing Officer by delivering, by
hand delivery or mail, written notice of such request within ten days of the date of the



notice of blighted or unsafe premises. If the property owner or other responsible person
requests a hearing, the Blight Prevention Officer shall set written notice, by certified
mail, of the date, time and place for the hearing. Such hearing shall be held 15 to 30 days
from the date of the mailing of the notice of such hearing.

F. The Hearing Officer shall conduct the hearing in the form and with the methods
of proof as it deems fair and reasonable, in accordance with the hearing procedures for
citations specified in State law. The rules regarding the admissibility of evidence shall
not be strictly applied, but all testimony shall be given under oath or affirmation.

G. The Hearing Officer shall announce his or her decision following the conclusion
of the hearing. If he or she determines that the subject property owner or other person
having lawful possession or control is not liable, the Hearing Officer shall dismiss the
matter and enter the determination, in writing, accordingly. If the Hearing Officer
determines that the subject property owner or other person having lawful possession or
control is liable, it shall enter the determination, in writing, accordingly, and assess the
relevant fines, penalties, costs or fees that are provided for in this Ordinance.

H. Any fine which is unpaid 30 days after it is imposed shall constitute a lien upon
the real estate against which the fine was imposed from the original date of imposition.

Municipal Performance

In the event any owner, agent, tenant or person in control of real property shall
fail to abate or correct any violation specified in any notice, after the issuance of an
enforcement citation for such failure, which citation has become final through the failure
of such owner, agent, tenant, or person in control of real property to appeal from the
issuance of such citation, or by such appeal being sustained, the Town of Wilton, acting
through its Blight Prevention Officer, may cause or take such action as is necessary to
correct such violation. The cost to take such action shall be a civil claim by the Town
against such owner, agent, tenant, or person responsible for such property and the Town
Attorney may commence an action on behalf of the Town of Wilton to recover all costs,
expenses and fees, including attorney’s fees, incurred by the Town relating to the
violation.

Severance Clause

The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable. If any section,
sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any reason be held to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections,
clauses, sentences or phrases of the Ordinance, but they shall remain in effect, it being the
legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand, notwithstanding the validity of any part.

Effective Date

This ordinance shall be effective the twenty-first day following the date of its publication.
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TAX COLLECTOR
Telephone (203) 563-0125
Fax (203) 563-0299

MEMORANDUM

TO: William F. Brennan
First Selectman

@ 1ST SELECTMANS OFFICE
FROM: Phil Damato |¢
Tax Collector MAY 13 2008

DATE: May 13, 2008

SUBJECT: Refunds
It is recommended that the following be refunded

REAL ESTATE:

Splash Hand Car Wash
Paid july installment twice $1,112.96

John David Young
Amount received greater than amount due $ 338.09

MOTOR VEHICLE:

VW Credit Leasing LTD. $ 4325
VW Credit Leasing LTD $ 41554
VW Credit Leasing LTD $ 6404
John P. Moran $ 8.35
Nissan Infiniti Lt. $ 156.04
Nissan Infiniti Lt. $1,013.81

Total $ 1,869.88
Any questions please call Terry Lepoutre at 563-0125.

PJD/tc



