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BOARD OF SELECTMEN REGULAR MEETING 

Monday March 1, 2021 

Held Electronically 

 
  

PRESENT:    First Selectwoman Lynne Vanderslice, Lori Bufano, Joshua Cole, Deborah 
McFadden, Ross Tartell  

  
 

GUESTS:      Fire Chief Jim Blanchfield, Police Chief John Lynch, Director Public Works, Facilities 
& Emergency Management-Chris Burney, Parks & Recreation Director Steve Pierce, 
Social Services Sarah Heath, Director Planning & Zoning & Land Use Management 
Michael Wrinn, HR Director Sarah Taffel, IS Director John Savarese, CFO Anne 
Kelly-Lenz 

 

 
A.  Call to Order 

Ms. Vanderslice called the meeting to order at 7:34pm. 
  

B.  Public Comment 
None 
  

C.  Consent Agenda 
Motion moved by Ms. McFadden seconded by Ms. Bufano and carried 5-0 to approve the 
Consent Agenda as follows: 
  

 Minutes 
-     Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting Executive Session – February 16, 2021 
-     Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting – February 16, 2021 

  
Gifts 

•       Back-the Track Donation for High School Stadium Track - $80,523.27 

•       In a Heartbeat – Donation of AED and Cabinet in Memory of George DiRocco 
  

D.  Discussion and/or Action 
1.   Update on Governor’s Orders Related to the Budget 

Ms. Vanderslice noted the Governor’s emergency powers are expected to expire on 
April 19th.  With no plan in place to expand those powers and no plans by the 
Governor or the Legislature to create an executive order or legislation to allow us to 
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have anything other than an Annual Town Meeting (ATM) to set the FY2022 budget, 
the ATM will be held in-person.  She and the Registrars will work with Wilton’s Health 
Director Barry Bogle to plan for a safe in-person meeting.  She reviewed the attached 
budget schedule with the BoS.   Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for May 8, 2021 
with Adjourned Voting scheduled for May 15th, with rain dates to be determined. 
  

2.   FY2022 Budget Discussion 
      Ms. Vanderslice began the discussion of the presentation of the FY2022 BoS 

requested budget, which was available on the town website.  The FY2022 budget 
request was $33,943,486, an increase of 3.12% over the FY2021 budget.  She 
reminded the members that last June the FY2021 budget request had been reduced 
by over $1 million due to the pandemic. The BoS proposed budget was 
approximately 0.38% greater than the FY2020 approved budget for a two-year 
average annual increase of 0.19%. She reviewed answers to questions submitted by 
members in advance of the meeting.  

  
Ms. Vanderslice recognized the Town departments heads work ethic and 
commitment to the Wilton community throughout the pandemic. She thanked the 
town department heads for their work on the budget and their thoughtful approach to 
the use of taxpayer dollars.  She recognized the members of the Town’s vaccine 
team and particularly their efforts for residents aged 75 and up.   

       
3.   Possible Appointments – Rudy Escalante (Investment Committee) 
     Ms. Vanderslice noted Mr. Escalante originally indicated he wasn’t seeking 

reappointment to the Investment Committee, but is since able to serve for another 
year.  Motion to reappoint Rudy Escalante to a full 2-year term.  Motion moved by 
Ms. Bufano, seconded by Mr. Tartell and carried 5-0. 
        

E.   Selectmen’s Report 
1.   First Selectman 

None.  
  

 2.   Selectmen 
   
Mr. Tartell 
Mr. Tartell thanked all for work done on the budget with a special thanks to CFO 
Anne Kelly-Lenz and the First Selectwoman.  Recognized Ms. Bufano for her work 
with the EDC. 
  
Ms. Bufano 
Ms. Bufano thanked Mr. Tartell for his comments and acknowledged him for all the 
work that he does. 
  
Ms. McFadden 
Ms. McFadden noted the cohesiveness of town employees, noting they work well 
together. 
   
Mr. Cole 
None 
  

F.   Public Comment  
Chief John Lynch – Thanked Ms. Vanderslice for her recognition of the department heads. 
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G.  Adjournment 
There being no further business, motion moved by Ms. McFadden, seconded by Ms. Bufano 
to adjourn meeting at 9:07 pm.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  
  
Respectfully submitted 
Jacqueline Rochester 
Taken from video 
 








