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MINUTES

William F. Brennan, Harold E. Clark, Alice L. Ayers, Richard F. Creeth, Susan A.
Bruschi

Joe Dolan, Chief Financial Officer; Sarah Taffel, Director of Human Resources, Labor
Relations & Administrative Services; Peggy Reeves, Registrar

Steve Hudspeth, Peter Kaskell, Independent Committee on Ethics; Phil Richards,
Kevin Meehan, Ann Bell, Friends of Ambler Farm; Malcolm Whyte, resident;
Jared Newman, The Villager; Brian Shea, The Bulletin

First Selectman Brennan called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

A.

Consent Agenda

A MOTION was made by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Ayers and unanimously
carried to approve the consent agenda as follows:

Minutes
* Board of Selectmen’s Regular Meeting — June 18, 2007
* Board of Selectmen’s Executive Meeting — June 18, 2007

Gifts
*  One thousand dollars ($1,000.00) to Wilton CERT from the Wilton Rotary Club

Discussion and/or Action

1. Consideration of approving the disposal of the lever voter machines as explained in
the Registrars’ memorandum dated June 7, 2007.

Ms. Reeves reported that all 169 Connecticut towns have to dispose of their lever
voting machines now that optical scanning machines are being used. She explained
that two families have expressed interest in purchasing a machine ($50 each) and that



the schools will be using three machines for various uses. The remaining machines
will be disposed of with a scrap metal vendor.

A MOTION was made by Ms. Bruschi, seconded by Ms. Ayers and unanimously
carried to approve the disposal of the lever voter machines as explained in the
Registrars’ memorandum dated June 7, 2007.

2. Review of the Friends of Ambler Farm’s proposal for the rental of the Ambler Farm
yellow house.

Mr. Brennan referred to the Friends of Ambler Farm’s (FOAF) proposal. He noted
that the house is currently under construction to make it livable.

Ms. Bell explained that the proposal is to rent the yellow house to FOAF at a
discounted rate and for FOAF to sub-lease it to Kevin Meehan. She noted that Mr.
Meehan will be the on-site property manager and will work on programs for the farm.
Ms. Bell stated that the proposal is a win-win situation for the Town and FOAF.

Ms. Bruschi thanked Ms. Bell for a thorough proposal and stated that Mr. Meehan
would be an excellent tenant.

A MOTION was made by Mr. Brennan, seconded by Ms. Bruschi and unanimously
carried to approve the Friends of Ambler Farm’s proposal to lease the yellow house
from the Town and then sub-lease the house it to Kevin Meehan.

3. Update on the capital process project.

Mr. Brennan referred to a document he sent to the Selectmen via email late in the
afternoon. Mr. Clark, Mr. Creeth and Ms. Ayers stated that they were unable to
review the document because of the late arrival. Mr. Brennan proposed the document
be discussed at the next Board of Selectmen’s meeting. He mentioned that the Board
of Education, Council on Public Facilities and Board of Finance will be given a copy
to review and discuss.

4. Library trustees.

Ms. Ayers distributed resumes for Daniel Mahony and Ann Duffy. She explained
that Mr. Mahony would be a reappointment while Ms. Duffy would be a new
appointee.

Mr. Brennan expressed interest in meeting Ms. Duffy and asked Ms. Lund to set a
time to meet with her.

A MOTION was made by Ms. Ayers, seconded by Mr. Creeth and unanimously
carried to reappoint Daniel Mahony as a Selectmen’s representative to the Library
Board of Trustees and to appoint Ann Duffy as a Selectmen’s representative to the
Library Board of Trustees.

5. Discussion on proposed revised Code of Ethics.



Mr. Brennan explained that the suggested edits have been made to the document (new
document dated 6/29/07) and that Ken Bernhard has reviewed the proposed code.

Mr. Bernhard’s comments are as follows:

Page 4(b) Disclosure and Recusal
After discussion, the Selectmen agreed to keep the wording as is.

Page 4(d) Use of Town Property
Mr. Bernhard’s suggestion is to delete the words “for the benefit or convenience
of himself or herself”.

It was the consensus of the Selectmen to delete the words “or convenience”.

Page 4(e) Representation of Private Interests
Mr. Bernhard proposed the prohibition period be reduced from one year to 60
days.

Ms. Bruschi stated that one year is too long and suggested a 6 month period. She
added that the time period could be adjusted if it is found to be too long or too
short. Mr. Clark agreed that 6 months is an adequate period of time.

Ms. Ayers expressed her support of a one year period but agreed to compromise
to 6 months. She stated that it is important that an official does not use public
position for private gain. Mr. Creeth agreed with Ms. Ayers and Mr. Brennan
voiced his approval of a 6 month period.

A MOTION was made by Mr. Brennan, seconded by Mr. Creeth and
unanimously carried to change the prohibition period from one year to 6 months.

Page 4(f) Use of Town Position
Mr. Bernhard questioned if an official or employee should be prohibited forever.

After discussion, it was decided to leave the wording as is.
Page 5, #2 Terms of Service
Mr. Bernhard asked if a partial term would apply to a “two successive full three

year terms”.

It was determined that a partial term would not apply to “two successive full
three-year terms” and that the wording would remain as is.

Page 5, #5 Frequency of Meetings, Quorum, and Duties of Officers
Mr. Bernhard questioned why the Council would be required to meet semi-

annually if there is no business to conduct.

It was decided to leave the required meeting frequency as is.



Page 7, #3 Issuance of Advisory Opinion
Mr. Bernhard asked why an advisory opinion would be available to the public.
Mr. Hudspeth replied, and Ms. Taffel confirmed, that FOIA laws apply.

Page 8, #4 Filing of a Complaint
Mr. Bernhard suggested the Town Clerk’s office be contacted to determine if
three business days is an achievable time period.

Mr. Brennan asked Ms. Taffel to confirm with the Town Clerk that the time
period is achievable.

Page 9 and Page 10 — General Question on Hearings
Mr. Bernhard noted that it may be awkward for the Council to serve as a
prosecutor and a judge/jury.

Mr. Hudspeth responded that one member may want to lead the questioning and
that such arrangement would not remove the objectivity of the Council.

Mr. Kaskell compared it to an arbitration proceeding where the arbitrator asks
questions and makes determinations.

Page 10, #11
Mr. Bernhard questioned if the Council on Ethics has power to issue subpoenas
and if so, can the respondent also?

Mr. Hudspeth stated that this section is based on State statute. He explained that
the Council does have the legal purview to issue a subpoena and that the
respondent can request the Council to issue a subpoena on his account.

It was the consensus of the Board to leave the wording as is.

Page 10, #14 Determination
Mr. Bernhard suggested the word “required” be deleted.

Mr. Hudspeth stated that a recusal is self motivated so the word “required” is
needed.

The Selectmen agreed not to make a change.
Mr. Clark asked why there is no appeals process. Mr. Hudspeth responded that the
Board of Selectmen is the appeal process for the Council. In addition, the respondent

would have the right to proceed to the Superior Court.

Mr. Brennan stated that the changes will be made as discussed and that the Selectmen
will vote on the proposed code on July 16.

Consideration of re-appointing Carole Kleinfeld to the Area Nine Cable Council.
Said term to expire June 30, 2009.



A MOTION was made by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Ayers and unanimously
carried to re-appoint Carole Kleinfeld to the Area Nine Cable Council. Said term to
expire June 30, 2009.

Public Comment

Mr. Hudspeth acknowledged the repair to the trails from Cider Mill to Merwin Meadows
and thanked the departments that worked so diligently.

Reports
1. First Selectman’s Report
Recent Activity

Week of June 25 — DPW completed the lateral sewer connection for the future
team rooms, concession stand and lavatories.

June 28 — Executed contracts to Harbor Development Property III, LLC for
team rooms and concession stand/restroom facilities.

Week of July 2 — DPW is installing drainage pipes to provide drainage and
lateral support near the future concession stand.

Week of July 9 — Construction to begin at stadium

July 9 — School Road from Route 7 to Kristine Lilly Way will be closed.
Motorists will be detoured through Kristine Lilly Way to Catalpa Road. Police
Officers will assist traffic during peak hours. The closure is expected to last 6
to 8 weeks.

July 10 — Public sewer extension will be laid to connect with concession stand
and team room lateral pipes.

Town Owned Houses Rent Increase
To be discussed at next meeting.

Energy Task Force

Interviews need to set up for individuals interested in serving on the task force.
Mr. Creeth offered to help Mr. Brennan upon his return from vacation. Ms.
Bruschi offered to draft a charge. Will be discussed at August 6™ Selectmen’s
meeting.

Topics for July 16 Meeting
Facilities Management Study report
Elderly Tax Relief

Code on Ethics

Rent Increases

Capital Budget Process




2. Selectman’s Report

Water Management Issues

Mr. Clark stated that the Town needs a water management plan. He noted that Darien
is currently working on a plan. Mr. Brennan asked Mr. Clark to contact Darien to
learn more about their plan

F. Adjournment

A MOTION was made by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bruschi and unanimously
carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:37 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Lund
Recording Secretary



